
Blessing 
May the God of grace guard your 
going out and your coming home, 
keep you as you work and as you play, 
as you think and as you act, as you 
listen and as you talk.  
And may the blessing of God, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, be with you all, this 
day and always.  
Amen. 

 
Departure 
 
Leader: Go in peace to tell and show the world 

the love and mercy of God. 
 
All: Amen 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sources: 
Common Worship, The Archbishops Council, 2000 
A Wee Worship Book, 1999 
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 Welcome in the name of Christ! 
 God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you 
All: and also with you. 
 
Hymn 
 
Introduction to the Service 
 
Opening Responses 
 
Leader: O Lord, open our lips 
All: and our mouth shall sing your praise 
 
Leader: Give us the joy of your saving help 
All:    and lift us with your life-giving Spirit 
 
Prayers of Confession 
 
Leader: It is the season of Lent, when we focus 

on what it means to follow Jesus.  Let 
us call to mind how easily in our lives 
we forget the suffering of other people 
and the creatures of the world; and let 
us in the stillness now, ask for God’s 
forgiveness: 

 
Forgive us, Lord, for the times we have 
forgotten to share our love. 
Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Leader:  Forgive us, Lord, for all the things we 

do that harm other people and the 
created world. 

 Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
 
Leader: Forgive us, Lord, when we fail to grasp 

the wonder of your presence. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 



Leader: May the God of love bring you back to      
himself, free you from your sins, heal 
and strengthen you by the Spirit, and 
raise you to new life and joy in Christ 
Jesus.  Amen 

 
Psalm  
 
First Reading  
 
Reader:  This is the word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God 
 

Hymn 
 
Second Reading  
 
Reader:  This is the word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God 
 
Address 
 
Affirming our Faith 
 
Leader:   Let us declare our faith in God:- 

Do you believe and trust in God the 
Father, source of all being and life,  
the one for whom we exist?  

All:     We believe and trust in him. 
 
Leader:  Do you believe and trust in God the Son,   

who took our human nature,  
 died for us and rose again?  
All:    We believe and trust in him. 
 
Leader:  Do you believe and trust in God the 

Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people 
of God and makes Christ known to the 
world?  

All:    We believe and trust in him.  
 
Leader:  This is the faith of the Church 
All:   This our faith. 
 We believe and trust in one God, 
 Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Hymn 
 
Notices 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 
Each prayer will end with this or a similar response: 
  
Leader:    Lord in your mercy: 
All:    Hear our prayer. 
 
The Collect 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come; 
 thy will be done; 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who  
 trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation;  
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
 the power and the glory, 
 for ever and ever.   
 Amen. 
 
Offertory 
 

All things come from you, O Lord, and of 
your own do we give you. May your will 
on earth be done.   
Amen 

 
Hymn 
 
Closing Prayer 
 

We go out into God’s world, ready and 
willing to serve him saying:   
 
Be with us Lord as we go out  

into the world.  
Take our hands and work through them; 
take our lips and speak through them; 
take our minds and think through them; 
take our hearts and set them on fire with  

love for you.   
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 
 



Ticehurst & Flimwell Parishes 
 
NOTICES and READING TEXTS for  
The FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
Wednesday 21st February 2021 
 
11.00am Online Morning Worship 
A service in contemporary language with hymns/songs, 
short talk and prayers, c.45 mins.  
Pre-recorded in the Vicarage Studio. View at:  
www.facebook.com/stMarysTicehurst 
 
Notices 
 

LOCKDOWN #3 – OUR WORSHIP REMAINS 
ONLINE ONLY, AS THE LOCKDOWN CONTINUES.  
 

A warm welcome if it is your first time with us.  
# Our online Lent Course has begun, five more 
Wednesdays at 11am. The course is For Such a Time as 
This from USPG, a global look at current crises, 
especially that of ecological justice. Email me for the 
Zoom link and a course booklet if you want to join. 
# Eco Church Carbon Fast Challenge: see our weekly 
email and Vicar’s Letter (also on our website). 
# Zoom Coffee Morning on Sat 6th March at 10am, 
near the end of Fairtrade Fortnight. Includes a speaker 
from the Fairtrade Foundation, and a prize hamper of 
Fairtrade items for a lucky attendee! Do sign up asap. 
 

The Vicar’s Letter on our website gives more news 
items and information on activities/Lenten devotions. 
 
Psalm 25.1–9   [CW] 
1  To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 
      O my God, in you I trust;  
   let me not be put to shame; 
      let not my enemies triumph over me. 
2  Let none who look to you be put to shame,  
   but let the treacherous be shamed and frustrated. 
3  Make me to know your ways, O Lord,  
   and teach me your paths. 
4  Lead me in your truth and teach me,  
   for you are the God of my salvation; 
      for you have I hoped all the day long. 
5  Remember, Lord, your compassion and love,  
   for they are from everlasting. 
6  Remember not the sins of my youth 
      or my transgressions,  
   but think on me in your goodness, O Lord, 
      according to your steadfast love. 
7  Gracious and upright is the Lord;  
   therefore shall he teach sinners in the way. 
8  He will guide the humble in doing right 
   and teach his way to the lowly. 
9  All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth ♦ 
   to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now and 
shall be for ever. Amen. 

Genesis 9.8–17  [NRSV] 
8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with 
him, 9‘As for me, I am establishing my covenant with 
you and your descendants after you, 10and with every 
living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic 
animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as 
many as came out of the ark.11I establish my covenant 
with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by 
the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a 
flood to destroy the earth.’ 12God said, ‘This is the 
sign of the covenant that I make between me and you 
and every living creature that is with you, for all 
future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, 
and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and 
the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the 
bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my 
covenant that is between me and you and every living 
creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again 
become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is 
in the clouds, I will see it & remember the everlasting 
covenant between God and every living creature of all 
flesh that is on the earth.’ 17God said to Noah, ‘This is 
the sign of the covenant that I have established   
between me and all flesh that is on the earth.’ 
 
Mark 1: 9-15    [NRSV] 
9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee  
and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as  
he was coming up out of the water, he saw the 
heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a 
dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, ‘You 
are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 
12 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the 
wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness for forty days, 
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; 
and the angels waited on him. 
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of God,15and saying, ‘The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come 
near; repent, and believe in the good news.’ 
 
The Collect for the First Sunday of Lent 
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty 
days in the wilderness, and was tempted as we are, 
yet without sin: give us grace to discipline ourselves 
in obedience to your Spirit; and, as you know our 
weakness, so may we know your power to save; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Revd Ashley Evans, Vicar 
The Vicarage, Church St, Ticehurst TN5 7AB 
01580 200316; 07763 070177 
revd@penandashley.co.uk 
www.ticehurstandflimwell.church  
www.facebook.com/stMarysTicehurst  
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