
We go out into the world 
 
How wonderful, O Lord,  
are the works of your hands! 
All:    The heavens declare your glory, 

the arch of the sky displays your handiwork. 
In your love you have given us the power 
to behold the beauty of your world in all its splendour. 
The sun and the stars, the valleys and the hills, the 
rivers and the lakes, all disclose your presence. 
All:    The roaring breakers of the sea  

tell of your awesome might. 
The beasts of the field and the birds of the 
air proclaim your wondrous will. 

In your goodness you have made us  
able to hear the music of the world. 
All:     A divine song sings through all creation.  

We praise and thank you.   
Amen. 

 
 
 The Blessing 
 
May God the Creator, who is the source of all 
goodness and growth, pour his blessing upon all 
things created, and upon you his children, that you 
may use his gifts to his glory and the welfare of all 
peoples, all creatures and this beautiful planet; and 
the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, be among you now and always. 
All: Amen. 
  
 
 Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 
All: In the name of Christ, Amen. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sources:- 
New Patterns for Worship, 2002 
David Adam ‘The Rhythm of Life’, SPCK, 1996 
A Wee Worship Book, 5th incarnation, 2015 
A Heart for Creation, ed. Chris Polhill, 2010 
Climate Sunday resource:  
https://seasonofcreation.org/celebration-guide/ 
 
 

St Mary the Virgin, Ticehurst 

Morning Worship 
for Animal Welfare Sunday 

at the end of Creationtide 

 
‘I will remember my covenant which is between me 
and you and every living creature of all flesh’ says 
the Lord.  (Genesis 9.15) 
 
               Introduction to the Service 
 
We gather in the name of the Triune God, Creator, 
Redeemer, and Sustainer of the Earth and all its 
creatures 
 
We gather in the image of the Creator  
All:   who is a community of love.  
We gather in the name of the Redeemer  
All:  who reconciles all of creation. 
We gather in the presence of the Life Giver  
All:   who inspires new life and renews it. 
    
                      Prayers of Penitence 
 
We praise you God, for the Earth that sustains life. 
Through the planetary cycles of days and seasons, 
renewal and growth, you open your hand to give 
all creatures food in their proper time.  
But today we are pushing the planet beyond its 
limits, and the Earth is struggling to renew. And so 
we turn to you, our Creator God, to confess our sin 
and the sin of society:    
 
You assure us that we can be filled from the yield 
of the land, that there is enough for all 
All: We confess our lack of trust, our bondage 

to the myth of endless growth.  
You call us to leave enough fruit on the vine  
and in the fields to feed our neighbours, animals, 
and to replenish the Earth.  
All:   We confess our failure to share what we 

receive as gift and blessing from the Earth.  
You call us to fairness and justice,  
to respond to the cry of the hungry and 
dispossessed  
All:  We confess our lack of faith, not loving you 

with our whole heart and strength and 
mind, or our human and non-human 
neighbours as ourselves.  

Turn us from fear and mistrust,  
All:  And free us to imagine a life reconciled to 

the Earth and all creatures, through the 
Good News of Jesus Christ, in whose name 
we pray.  

 

https://seasonofcreation.org/celebration-guide/


May God our Maker  
so move us by the wonder of his creation,  
that we repent and care more deeply.   
May the Lord of all Life 
restore us to his image,  
and teach us to walk with gentle footfall upon his 
world.   
All:    Amen. 

 
 First Reading  
At the end: 
Reader:  This is the word of the Lord 
All:         Thanks be to God 
  
 Canticle of Praise  
  
All:  Help us to wonder, Lord, to stand in awe, 
to stand and stare, and to praise you for the 
richness of the world you have laid before us. 
 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; 
praise him in the heights! 
Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host! 
Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining 
stars! 
Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters 
above the heavens! 
Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he 
commanded and they were created. 
He established them forever and ever; he fixed their 
bounds, which cannot be passed. 
Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and 
all deeps,  
fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his 
command! 
Mountains and hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 
Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying 
birds! 
Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all 
rulers of the earth! 
Young men and woman alike, old and young 
together! 
Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name 
alone is exalted; his glory is above earth and heaven. 
 
All:  Help us to wonder, Lord, to stand in awe, 
to stand and stare, and to praise you for the 
richness of the world you have laid before us. 
 (based on Psalm 148) 
 
 Second Reading  
At the end: 
Reader:  This is the word of the Lord 
All:         Thanks be to God 
 

 
        The Address 

 Affirming our Faith  
 
We believe in God the Creator, who reminds us, in 
the dawning rays of each new day, that new life is 
possible.  We believe in the wonder and grandeur 
of a universe where the whole of life is called to 
live in a harmony of care. 
All:   This we believe.  
We believe in Jesus Christ, who prayed in 
mountains of peace, and brought us the Word in 
mustard seeds of faith and fig trees of blessing, 
whose footsteps touched the earth in love and 
who invites us to follow.  
All:  This we believe.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, whose wisdom often 
lies embedded in ancient peoples, who trod lightly 
across deserts and lived gently among plants and 
creatures. They reached respectfully for the 
mystery, which is God-with-us, the One who never 
leaves us nor forsakes us.   
All:  This we believe 
We believe in everlasting hope, the great calling of 
the people of God, the church, for the transforming 
of all things, which is possible in God.  
All:  This we believe. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
In the tender mercy of our God,  
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us,  
to give light to those who dwell in darkness and in 
the shadow of death,  
and to guide our feet into the way of peace and 
justice for the whole world.   
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
All:   And also with you. 
 
   Notices 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Each prayer will end with the following response: 
  Pour your Spirit upon us. 
All:   Give us new hearts, O God. 
 

The Collect 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 


